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CULTURAL DIVERSITY IN THE ENGLISH 

LANGUAGE CLASSROOM 
 

 

Abstract 

 

The world is becoming increasingly 

diverse, and classrooms are no exception. 

Teachers in English language teaching (ELT) 

classrooms are finding themselves with 

students coming through variety of different 

cultural backgrounds. This diversity can be a 

source of richness and vitality in the 

classroom, but it can also present some 

challenges. One of the biggest challenges for 

ELT teachers are creating a classroom 

environment where all students feel 

comfortable and supported. Students from 

different cultures may have different learning 

styles, communication preferences, and 

expectations for the classroom. Teachers 

should have idea about all these differences 

and adapt their teaching accordingly. Another 

challenge is teaching English in a way that is 

relevant to students from different cultures. 

Students may have different prior 

experiences with English and different 

reasons for learning the language. Teachers 

need to choose materials and activities that 

are engaging and meaningful for all students. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Creating an Inclusive and Supportive Classroom Environment 

 

The essential and crucial part of things that ELT teachers strive to create an inclusive 

and supportive classroom environment for students from diverse cultures is to get to know 

their students. This means learning about their cultures, their backgrounds, and their interests. 

Teachers can do this through informal conversations, surveys, or questionnaires. Once 

teachers have a better understanding of their students' cultures, they can begin to create 

lessons and activities that are relevant and engaging for all students. 

 

Another important way to create an inclusive and supportive classroom environment 

is to be respectful of cultural differences. Teachers should be aware of different cultural 

norms and values. For example, some cultures may value cooperation over competition, or 

they may have different expectations for eye contact and physical space. Teachers can show 

respect for cultural differences by being mindful of their own language and behaviour in the 

classroom. 

 

ELT teachers can also create a more inclusive and supportive classroom environment 

by using a variety of teaching methods. Some students may learn best through auditory 

activities, while others may prefer visual or a kind of aesthetic activities. By using a different 

method of teaching, teachers can reach all students and help them to learn in the way that 

works best for them. 

 

Finally, ELT teachers can create a more inclusive and supportive classroom 

environment by providing opportunities for collaboration. Group work and cooperative 

learning can be great ways for students from different diversities will try to interact and learn 

from one another. When students work together on projects and assignments, they have the 

opportunity to share their ideas and perspectives, and to learn from each other's cultures. 

 

II. TEACHING ENGLISH IN A CULTURALLY RELEVANT WAY 

 

 There are a number of things that ELT teachers can do to make their teaching more 

culturally relevant. One way is to use examples and analogies that are familiar to their 

students. This will help students to make connections between the English language and their 

own lives. For example, if a teacher is teaching a lesson about vocabulary related to food, 

they could use examples of traditional foods from different cultures. 

 

 Another way to make teaching more culturally relevant is to incorporate cultural 

elements into lessons. For example, a teacher could teach students about traditional songs, 

dances, or stories from their cultures. This could be done through videos, music, or even by 

having students perform traditional dances or songs for the class. 

 

 Inviting guest speakers from different cultures to the classroom is another great way 

to make teaching more culturally relevant. Guest speakers can give students a chance to learn 

about different cultures firsthand and to hear English spoken by native speakers from 

different backgrounds. Guest speakers can also share their own experiences learning English, 

which can be inspiring for students. 
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 Finally, ELT teachers can make their teaching more culturally relevant by 

encouraging students to share their own cultures with the class. This could be done through 

presentations, projects, or simply by sharing stories and experiences. When students share 

their cultures with the class, they are helping to design number of inclusive and supportive 

classroom atmosphere for all students. 

 

 Here are a few distinct illustrations of activities that ELT teachers can use to create an 

inclusive and supportive classroom environment and to teach English in a culturally relevant 

way: 

 

Activity 1: At the beginning of the school year, have students create a poster or presentation 

about their culture. This will help students knowing one another better and to get to learn 

other's cultures. 

 

Activity 2: Right from the beginning of the Academic year, invite guest speakers from 

different cultures to the classroom. Guest speakers can talk about their cultures, their 

experiences learning English, and their careers. 

 

Activity 3: Have students work on group projects that are related to different cultures. For 

example, students could research and create a presentation about a traditional holiday from 

another culture. 

 

Activity 4: Encourage students to share their own cultures with the class. Students could give 

presentations about their Favorite foods, music, or movies from their cultures. They could 

also share stories and experiences from their lives. 

 

Activity 5: Use authentic materials in your lessons. Authentic materials could include 

newspapers, magazines, videos, and music from different cultures. 

 

By using these activities and others like them, ELT teachers will be able to generate 

inclusive and encouraging classroom habitat for students from diverse cultures. They can also 

teach English in a way that is more relevant and engaging for all students. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

 

Teaching English to students of diverse cultures can be challenging, but it is also 

rewarding. By creating an inclusive and supportive classroom environment and by teaching 

English in a culturally relevant way, ELT teachers can help all students to succeed. Cultural 

diversity in the English language classroom is a valuable asset that can greatly enrich the 

educational experience. It prepares students for a globalized world, fosters tolerance and 

empathy, and enhances their linguistic and critical thinking skills. While there are challenges 

associated with cultural diversity, the benefits far outweigh them. By implementing practical 

strategies and maintaining an inclusive environment, educators can create classrooms that 

embrace and celebrate cultural diversity, making the English language learning experience 

more engaging, effective, and enriching for all. 


