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Abstract 

 

Plastic shrinkage cracking is a 

common issue that can occur in concrete 

during the early stages of curing. It happens 

when the rate of evaporation from the 

surface of the concrete exceeds the rate at 

which moisture is being supplied to the 

concrete, resulting in a rapid loss of moisture 

and volume reduction. This, in turn, leads to 

the formation of cracks on the surface of the 

concrete. In the growing world of various 

technologies using the AI methods latest 

techniques are found for analyzing the 

cracking in concrete. Various parameters of 

cracking is determined by various techniques 

using the software tools and AI parameters. 

Researchers have found different methods. 

This study aims to create knowledge about 

few methods that are suggested to found the 

parameters of concrete cracking.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Plastic shrinkage cracking is a problem encountered in the early stages of concrete 

curing. When freshly poured concrete is exposed to environmental factors such as high 

temperature, low humidity and wind, it undergoes a process called "plastic shrinkage". 

During this stage, the water on the surface of the concrete evaporates faster than it can be 

replaced by water coming out of the mix[1]. This causes the concrete surface to lose moisture 

rapidly, resulting in volume loss and the formation of cracks in the concrete surface. These 

cracks can be superficial or deep and can affect the integrity, aesthetics and long-term 

durability of the concrete. Plastic shrinkage cracks are usually shallow and can extend in 

different directions on the surface[2]. While they do not directly affect structural integrity, 

they can act as conduits for harmful substances such as water, chloride and other chemicals to 

enter the concrete, which can lead to many problems get worse over time. 

 

1. AI in Plastic Shrinkage Cracking: The use of artificial intelligence (AI) in construction 

and civil engineering is gaining momentum to address a variety of challenges, including 

concrete problems such as plastic shrinkage cracking. AI can be used to analyze and 

predict the occurrence of cracks caused by plastic shrinkage, helping to better understand 

and mitigate this problem.  

 

2. Causes of Plastic Shrinkage Cracking in Concrete 

 

 High Temperature and Low Humidity: Hot and dry weather conditions increase the 

evaporation rate of water from the concrete surface, leading to rapid drying and 

shrinkage.[4] 

 Wind: Wind exacerbates the evaporation rate, particularly in exposed areas, 

accelerating the onset of cracking. 

 Lack of Proper Curing: Inadequate or improper curing methods, such as not 

covering the concrete or keeping it moist during the early stages, can increase the risk 

of plastic shrinkage cracking. 

 High Cement Content: High cement content in the mix leads to higher shrinkage 

potential as it requires more water for hydration. 

 Low Water-to-Cement Ratio: A low water-to-cement ratio results in less bleed 

water to offset evaporation, increasing the likelihood of cracking. 

 

II. MEASURING TECHNIQUES USING AI 

 

Civil engineering plays a crucial role in designing, constructing, and maintaining the 

infrastructure that shapes our modern world. With the advancements in Artificial Intelligence 

(AI), civil engineers are increasingly incorporating AI-based measuring techniques to 

enhance the efficiency, accuracy, and safety of their projects.[6] These techniques leverage 

AI algorithms and data analysis to process vast amounts of information, enabling engineers to 

make better-informed decisions and optimize various aspects of civil engineering projects. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) can be employed to assist in monitoring and predicting plastic 

shrinkage cracking in concrete.[7] As per previous studies, few analysis techniques are as 

follows: 
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1. Image Analysis: AI algorithms can analyze images or videos of concrete surfaces to 

detect cracks automatically. By training AI models on large datasets of cracked and 

uncracked concrete surfaces, the system can learn to identify and quantify the extent of 

cracking accurately. 

 

2. Weather and Environmental Data Integration: AI can be used to analyze weather 

forecasts and environmental conditions to predict the likelihood of plastic shrinkage 

cracking. By considering factors like temperature, humidity, wind speed, and solar 

radiation, AI models can provide early warnings for potential cracking events. 

 

3. Concrete Mix Design Optimization: AI can assist in optimizing the concrete mix design 

to minimize shrinkage potential. By analyzing historical data and experimental results, AI 

algorithms can suggest the most suitable combination of materials to reduce cracking 

risks. 

 

4. Sensor Data Analysis: AI can process data from embedded sensors in concrete 

structures. These sensors can measure parameters like moisture content, temperature, and 

strain. By analyzing this real-time data, AI models can detect trends and patterns 

indicative of plastic shrinkage cracking. 

 

5. Early Warning Systems: Integrating AI with monitoring devices can create early 

warning systems. These systems can alert construction personnel or engineers when 

conditions are conducive to plastic shrinkage cracking, allowing them to take preventive 

measures promptly. 

 

6. Predictive Models: AI algorithms, particularly machine learning, can be trained on large 

datasets of concrete mixes, environmental conditions, and past instances of plastic 

shrinkage cracking. By identifying patterns and correlations in the data, these models can 

predict the likelihood of plastic shrinkage cracking under specific conditions, enabling 

engineers to take preventive measures. 

 

 
Figure 1 

 

III. AI TECHNIQUES FOR CONCRETE DESIGN AND ANALYSIS 
 

AI-powered sensors and monitoring systems can continuously collect data on concrete 

temperature, humidity, wind speed, and other relevant environmental factors. By analyzing 
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this real-time data, AI can alert construction teams about potential conditions that might lead 

to plastic shrinkage cracking, allowing for timely interventions. Researcher have work on 

different forms of AI such as Machine learning, image processing, deep learning approach, 

IoT Real time monitoring etc, Overall, AI's ability to analyze vast amounts of data and 

recognize complex patterns makes it a valuable tool in predicting and mitigating plastic 

shrinkage cracking in concrete, improving the durability and longevity of concrete structures. 

AI can play a significant role in dealing with concrete cracking, including both plastic 

shrinkage cracking during the early stages and other forms of cracking that may occur later in 

the concrete's service life. Here are several ways AI can be utilized to address concrete 

cracking: 

 

1. Optimization of Mix Designs: AI algorithms can assist in optimizing concrete mix 

designs to make them more resistant to plastic shrinkage cracking. By considering various 

parameters like cement content, water-cement ratio, aggregate type, and chemical 

admixtures, AI can suggest mix proportions that are less susceptible to cracking. 

 

2. Climate and Weather Analysis: AI can analyze historical weather data and climate 

patterns to identify periods when plastic shrinkage cracking is more likely to occur. This 

information can be used to plan concrete placements during more favorable weather 

conditions, reducing the risk of cracking. 

 

3. Guidance for Construction Practices: AI systems can provide construction crews with 

real-time guidance on specific curing techniques and surface treatments that can minimize 

the risk of plastic shrinkage cracking. 

 

4. Predictive Modeling: AI can be used to develop predictive models that take into account 

various factors such as mix design, environmental conditions, curing methods, and 

construction practices. These models can assess the risk of concrete cracking and provide 

early warnings, enabling engineers and construction teams to take preventive measures. 

 

5. Crack Detection Using Image Analysis: AI-powered image analysis techniques can 

automatically detect and quantify cracks in concrete structures from photographs or 

videos. This can help in the early identification of cracks, allowing for timely repairs and 

maintenance. 

 

6. Structural Health Monitoring: By integrating AI with sensors embedded in concrete 

structures, continuous monitoring of the health of the concrete can be achieved. AI 

algorithms can process data from these sensors, detecting changes in strain, temperature, 

and other parameters that may indicate the onset of cracking or other structural issues. 

 

7. Optimizing Mix Design: AI can assist in optimizing concrete mix designs to minimize 

the risk of cracking. By analyzing data from previous projects and material properties, AI 

algorithms can suggest the best mix proportions and additives to improve concrete's 

durability and reduce cracking potential. 

 

8. Automated Quality Control: AI can be utilized for automated quality control during the 

concrete pouring process. By monitoring factors such as temperature, humidity, and 
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curing conditions, AI systems can ensure that the concrete is placed and cured optimally 

to minimize cracking risks. 

 

9. Reinforcement Design: AI algorithms can analyze complex data related to structural 

design and loading conditions to optimize the placement and configuration of 

reinforcements, reducing the likelihood of cracking due to excessive loads or structural 

inadequacies. 

 

10. Learning from Historical Data: AI can learn from historical data on concrete cracking 

incidents, identifying patterns and trends that might have contributed to the occurrence of 

cracks. This knowledge can be used to inform better construction practices and reduce the 

occurrence of similar issues in the future. 

 

11. Decision Support Systems: AI-based decision support systems can provide guidance to 

engineers and construction teams in selecting appropriate construction methods, 

materials, and maintenance strategies to prevent or mitigate cracking in concrete 

structures. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 

In summary, AI's capabilities in data analysis, predictive modeling, image 

recognition, and learning from historical data make it a valuable tool in understanding and 

addressing concrete cracking issues. By leveraging AI technologies, engineers and 

construction professionals can enhance the durability and performance of concrete structures, 

leading to safer and longer-lasting infrastructure.AI technologies have significantly improved 

the accuracy, efficiency, and safety of concrete-related processes, leading to enhanced project 

outcomes and reduced costs. The benefits of AI in concrete works extend beyond calculation 

accuracy. AI-driven systems can continuously learn from past projects, leading to continuous 

improvement and refinement of concrete mix designs and construction practices. Moreover, 

AI-enabled solutions provide real-time monitoring and analysis of concrete curing and setting 

processes, allowing for immediate adjustments and minimizing the risk of defects or 

structural weaknesses. However, despite the significant advantages, the successful 

implementation of AI in concrete works relies on addressing some challenges. Data privacy 

and security concerns, the need for skilled AI professionals, and the cost of adopting AI 

technologies are some of the hurdles that the industry must navigate. 

 

In conclusion, AI's integration in concrete works has revolutionized the construction 

sector, offering remarkable improvements in efficiency, accuracy, and overall project quality. 

As the technology continues to evolve, we can expect AI to play an increasingly crucial role 

in shaping the future of concrete construction, making it more sustainable, cost-effective, and 

resilient. Embracing AI in this field presents a promising path towards a smarter and more 

innovative construction industry. 
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