
426                                              

A Decade of Shaping the Future:  

Global Harmony, Co-operation and G20          E-ISBN: 978-93-6252-893-3 

 
 
 

An Analysis of the Role of G20 in Global Climate 
Governance: Navigating the Climate Maze 

 

Dr. Malini N* 

Ms. Varshini Janardhana** 

 

 

 

Abstract 

 
Climate change, a defining challenge of the Anthropocene epoch, 

represents a complex interplay of environmental, social, and economic factors. 

As the global community grapples with the escalating impacts of climate 

change, the Group of Twenty (G20) nations stand as a pivotal collective force 

with the potential to shape the trajectory of climate action. This analysis delves 

into the multifaceted landscape of climate change within the G20, scrutinizing 

the progress made and the hurdles faced in mitigating and adapting to a 

changing climate. The study commences with an overview of the international 

climate agreements to which the G20 nations are signatories, tracing the 

evolution from the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) to the Paris Agreement. It scrutinizes the specific commitments 

made by G20 members at the conference in New Delhi, India. 

 

The study further investigates the alignment of G20 policies with the 

broader goals of sustainable development and environmental justice, addressing 

the disparities between developed and developing nations. However, amidst the 

progress, the analysis identifies the pitfalls and challenges encountered by G20 

nations in their pursuit of climate goals. This encompasses implementation 

hurdles, geopolitical tensions, and economic considerations that may impede 

the collective ambition to curb global temperature rise. It emphasizes the need 

for strengthened collaboration, innovative policy approaches, and a holistic 

understanding of the interconnected nature of climate, economy, and global 

well-being. 
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In shedding light on the nuanced interplay between climate change and 

G20 dynamics, this analysis contributes to a deeper understanding of the 

opportunities and obstacles in the collective pursuit of a sustainable and 

resilient global future. 

 

Keywords: Group of Twenty (G20), Anthropocene Epoch, Climate Change, 

Global Warming, Renewable Energy, Challenges, Mitigation, Adaptation, Paris 

Agreement, International Cooperation, Sustainable Development. 

 

Objectives 

 
This research aims to: 

1. Understand the evolution of climate change treaties. 

2. Probe into the commitments at the conference in New Delhi, India. 

3. Analyze the alignment of G20 climate policies with the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

4. Assess the effectiveness of policies, strategies, and actions taken by G20 

members to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote sustainability. 

5. Provide a study on the role of the G20 in global climate governance. 

 

Research Questions 

 

1. What initiatives and strategies have G20 nations undertaken to adapt to the 

impacts of climate change, and how effective are these in enhancing 

resilience, particularly in vulnerable regions? 

2. How effectively are the agreements made at the New Delhi Conference of 

the G20 been utilized to address climate change complexities? 

3. How do the climate change commitments of individual G20 member nations 

align with global climate goals, particularly those outlined in the Paris 

Agreement? 

 

Timing constraints led to the usage of large amounts of secondary 

sources and limited research. Research gaps exist in understanding the 

adaptation strategies employed by G20 nations. Incomplete historical data or 

gaps in monitoring networks can limit the accuracy of the climate trend 

analyses. Examining how these nations are preparing for and mitigating the 

impacts of climate change on vulnerable communities is crucial. There is a 

research gap in comprehensive comparative analyses of the climate change 

policies and treaties of G20 member nations. 

 

The topic provides great scope to examine the historical context of G20 

commitments related to climate change. It aids to identify areas for enhanced 

cooperation, policy refinement, and global leadership. The study also helps to 
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examine the alignment of these commitments with International Agreements 

such as the Paris Agreement, the implementation of the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) especially those related to climate 

action and environmental sustainability. A healthy climate should be the highest 

concern of the population. Climate change is a complex, interconnected issue 

with geopolitical implications, the G20 provides a platform for major 

economies to coordinate their policies. Analyzing how these nations collaborate 

on climate issues can shed light on the potential for collective action and the 

challenges associated with aligning diverse national interests. G20 nations' 

commitments and actions are integral to achieving global climate goals. The 

significance of analyzing the G20 and climate change lies in its potential to 

influence policy decisions, and contribute to the collective efforts needed to 

address the critical challenges posed by climate change on a global scale. There 

have been various extreme and unusual cases due to climate change from 

around the world, for example, Heatwaves in Europe (2003 and 2019), 

Australian Bushfires (2019 - 2020), Hurricane Harvey (2017), Glacial Retreat, 

Arctic Amplification, Increased Intensity of Hurricanes and Cyclones, Extreme 

Floods (2018 Kerala floods and Venice in 2019) and Rainfalls, Wildfires in the 

Western United States, Coral Bleaching, Thawing Permafrost in Arctic 

Regions, and hence all these need attention and tending because climate change 

affects everybody without any distinction. 

 

Research Methodology 

 

The paper opts for the Doctrinal or Non-Empirical Approach to Research. 

The secondary sources include various research articles, governmental reports 

& publications related to the G20 and climate change, databases (Jstor, google 

scholar), G20 official documents & press releases, books and book chapters 

have been referred and duly citied. 

 

Introduction 

 

Climate change stands as one of the most pressing challenges of our time, 

with far-reaching implications for the environment, economies, and societies 

across  the  globe. According  to  the  United  Nations,  ―Climate  change  refers  to 

long-term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns. Such shifts can be 

natural, due to changes in the sun‘s activity or large volcanic eruptions
2
‖. 

Human activities and the exploitation of the environment have led to climate 

change and disruption. The G20 emerges as a critical player in the formulation 

and execution of policies that transcend national boundaries. Comprising the 

                                                             
2
 ―What  Is  Climate  Change?  |  Unit ed  Nat ions.‖  t he  Unit ed  Nat ions, 

https://www.un.org/en/climat echange/what- is- climate- change ( last visited 30 October 2023, 04. 

00 pm). 

http://www.un.org/en/climat
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world's leading economies, the G20 shoulders the responsibility of reconciling 

economic growth with environmental stewardship
3
. The intersection of the G20 

and climate change policies presents a complex landscape where economic 

interests, geopolitical considerations, and environmental sustainability 

converge. 

 

Wherever you go or wherever you look, you cannot escape the movement 

brought into light by young activists, here are examples of the activist from 

various parts of the world: 

 

1. Greta Thunberg
4
 (Sweden): Greta Thunberg gained international recognition 

for her Fridays for Future movement, where she started striking from school 

to protest against climate inaction
5
. The movement has since inspired 

millions of young people around the world to participate in climate strikes. 

2. Vanessa Nakate
6

 (Uganda): Vanessa Nakate is a Ugandan climate activist 

and founder of the Rise up Movement. She advocates for climate justice, 

emphasizing the disproportionate impact of climate change on African 

nations and communities
7
. 

3. Xiuhtezcatl Martinez
8
 (United States): Xiuhtezcatl Martinez is a youth 

director of the environmental organization Earth Guardians
9
. He has been 

involved in various lawsuits against the U.S. government, advocating for 

stronger environmental regulations and climate policies. 

4. Luisa Neubauer (Germany): Luisa Neubauer is a German climate activist 

and one of the leading organizers of the Fridays for Future movement in 

Germany. She has been actively involved in advocating for stronger climate 

policies and the transition to renewable energy
10

. 

 

5. Varshini Prakash (United States): Varshini Prakash is the co-founder and 
                                                             
3
Kim, Joy Aeree, and Suh-Yong Chung. ―The Role of the G20 in Governing the Climate Change Regime.‖ 

International Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics, vol. 12, no. 4, Springer Science and 

Business Media LLC, May 2012, pp. 361–74. Crossref, doi:10.1007/s10784-012-9173-2 (last visited 30 October 

2023, 04.30 pm) 
4

―Greta Thunberg | Biography, Climate Change, and Activism.‖ Encyclopedia Britannica, 19 Nov. 2023, 

www.britannica.com/biography/Greta-Thunberg (last visited 30 October 2023, 05.00 pm) 
5

―Greta Thunberg: Who Is the Climate Activist and What Has She Achieved?‖ BBC News, 15 Nov. 2023, 

www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-49918719 (last visited 30 October 2023, 05.30 pm) 
6

―Vanessa Nakate: Climate Change Is About the People | United Nations.‖ United Nations, 

www.un.org/en/climatechange/vanessa-nakate-climate-change-is-about-people (last visited 30 October 2023, 

06.30 pm) 
7
 ―Vanessa Nakate.‖ UNICEF, www.unicef.org/goodwill-ambassadors/vanessa-nakate  (last visited 30 October 

2023, 07.40 pm) 
8

―Xiuhtezcatl Martinez.‖ Earth Island Journal, 

www.earthisland.org/journal/index.php/magazine/entry/xiuhtezcatl_martinez (last visited 02 November 2023, 

08.00 pm) 
9

―Xiuhtezcatl Martinez — Our Children‘s Trust.‖ Our Children‘s Trust, www.ourchildrenstrust.org/xiuhtezcatl 

(last visited 02 November 2023, 08.35 pm) 
10

―Luisa Neubauer.‖ World Economic Forum, www.weforum.org/people/luisa-neubauer (last visited 04 

November 2023, 06.00 pm) 

http://www.britannica.com/biography/Greta-Thunberg
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-49918719
http://www.un.org/en/climatechange/vanessa-nakate-climate-change-is-about-people
http://www.unicef.org/goodwill-ambassadors/vanessa-nakate
http://www.earthisland.org/journal/index.php/magazine/entry/xiuhtezcatl_martinez
http://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/xiuhtezcatl
http://www.weforum.org/people/luisa-neubauer
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executive director of Sunrise Movement, a youth-led organization 

advocating for political action on climate change. The movement gained 

prominence for advocating the Green New Deal in the United States
11

. 
 

These activists, among many others, contribute to the global movement 

for climate action by raising awareness, organizing movements, and pressuring 

policymakers to address the urgent challenges posed by climate change. 
 

This paper delves into the multifaceted relationship between the G20 and 

climate change, seeking to unravel the nuances of their collective efforts and 

individual contributions to the pressing issue of mitigating and adapting to the 

impacts of climate change. The member nations of the G20 collectively account 

for a significant portion of the world's population, economic output, and 

greenhouse gas emissions. The G20 nations recognize the importance of climate 

adaptation and building resilience, especially in vulnerable regions. Discussions 

within the G20 framework involve strategies for adapting to the impacts of 

climate change and supporting communities that are most affected
12

. 

Comprehensive and effective climate solutions are achieved through actions at 

the national, regional, and local levels, complementing the significant influence 

of the G20. 
 

Analysis 
 

The overwhelming scientific consensus is that human activities are the 

primary driver of the observed changes in the Earth's climate. The release of 

greenhouse gasses traps heat in the atmosphere, leading to global warming and 

associated changes in climate patterns. The combustion of fossil fuels (coal, oil, 

and natural gas) for energy is a major source of carbon dioxide (CO2) 

emissions. Power plants, industrial facilities, transportation, and residential 

energy-use release substantial amounts of CO2 into the atmosphere. The 

clearing of forests for agriculture, logging, and other purposes contributes to 

elevated levels of CO2 in the atmosphere. Trees absorb CO2 as part of 

photosynthesis, and when they are cut down or burned, the stored carbon is 

released
13

. Certain industrial activities release greenhouse gases, including 

carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide. Some Examples include cement 

production, chemical manufacturing, and the use of certain industrial chemicals. 

                                                             
11

―Varshini Prakash (Finalist).‖ Institute of the Environment and Sustainability at UCLA, 18 Nov. 2019, 

www.ioes.ucla.edu/person/varshini-prakash (last visited 04 November 2023, 07.00 pm) 
12

 Sinha, Amitabh. ―G20 Meet&#8217;S Climate Action Promise of Tripling Global Renewable Energy Capacity 

by 2030, Explained.‖ The Indian Express, indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained- climate/g20s-climate-

action-promise-8937202 (last visited 04 November 2023, 08.30 pm) 
13

―Climate Change: A Roadblock to Economic Growth.‖ Drishti IAS, www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily- 

news-editorials/climate-change-a-roadblock-to-economic-growth 

2023,indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-climate/g20s-climate-action-promise-8937202 (last visited 

04 November 2023, 09.00 pm)  

http://www.ioes.ucla.edu/person/varshini-prakash
http://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-
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G20 and Climate Change 

 

The G20, or Group of Twenty, is an international forum for governments 

and central bank governors from 19 countries and the European Union. It was 

established in 1999 in response to the financial crises of the late 1990s, and it 

focuses on issues related to the global economy. While the primary focus of the 

G20 is economic, it also addresses broader global challenges, including climate 

change. The annual G20 summits provide a platform for discussions among the 

world's major economies on how to collectively address climate-related 

challenges. The G20's role in addressing climate change reflects the need for 

global governance and cooperation. While individual nations have specific 

responsibilities, the G20 provides for collaborative efforts and the sharing of 

best practices
14

. This holistic perspective aligns with the understanding that 

sustainable development and climate action are interconnected goals. The G20 

plays a critical role and provides for major economies to coordinate policies, 

share experiences, and work towards collective solutions. 

 

Early Years 

 
The early years of the G20 and its engagement with climate change 

reflect the evolving recognition of the global significance of environmental 

challenges and the need for coordinated efforts among major economies
15

. 

While the G20 initially focused on economic issues, the escalating concerns 

about climate change gradually gained prominence on its agenda. This narrative 

delves into the pivotal moments, key milestones, and evolving dynamics during 

the early years of the G20's engagement with climate change. The turning point 

for the G20's engagement with climate change came as the scientific consensus 

on the human impact on the climate strengthened. The Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change (IPCC) released influential reports highlighting the need for 

urgent action to address global warming
16

. This growing awareness prompted a 

shift within the G20, acknowledging the interconnection between economic 

stability and environmental sustainability
17

. 

 

                                                             
14

Zhang, Xiuqin, et al. ―Carbon Neutrality Challenge: Analyse the Role of Energy Productivity, Renewable 

Energy, and Collaboration in Climate Mitigation Technology in OECD Economies.‖ Sustainability, vol. 15, no. 4, 

MDPI AG, Feb. 2023, p. 3447. Crossref, doi:10.3390/su15043447 

2023,indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-climate/g20s-climate-action-promise-8937202 (last visited 

06 November 2023, 10.30 pm) 
15

 About G20. www.g20.org/en/about-g20. 2023,indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-climate/g20s- 

climate-action-promise-8937202 (last visited 06 November 2023, 11.00 pm) 
16

History of the Convention, Unfccc.int. Available at: https://unfccc.int/process/the-convention/history-of-the- 

convention (last visited 06 November 2023, 11.30 pm) 

17 Group of twenty - G20 introduction - ministry of external affairs. Available at: 
https://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/G20_Brief_for_website_-_27.10   1 1_.pdf (last visited 06 

November 2023, 11.50 pm) 

http://www.g20.org/en/about-g20
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Here are the following International Climate Agreements to which G20 nations 

are signatories: 

 

1. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC): The 

UNFCCC, established in 1992, is a foundational international treaty that 

serves as the overarching framework for global efforts to address climate 

change
18

. The annual Conference of the Parties (COP) meetings bring 

together nations to discuss and negotiate climate-related actions
19

. 

 

2. Kyoto Protocol (1997): While the Kyoto Protocol primarily involved 

commitments from developed countries, some G20 nations were parties to 

this agreement. It established legally binding emission reduction targets for 

developed nations during its first commitment period
20

. 

 

3. Montreal Protocol (1987): The Montreal Protocol is not exclusively a 

climate agreement but addresses ozone-depleting substances
21

. However, it 

has had positive implications for climate change as well. G20 nations have 

been involved in this protocol, demonstrating international cooperation on 

environmental issues. 

 

4. Cancun Agreements (2010): The Cancun Agreements emerged from the 

COP16 meeting in Cancun, Mexico, and cover various aspects of climate 

change, including mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology transfer, and 

capacity-building
22

. 

 

5. Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol (2012): The Doha Amendment is an 

extension of the Kyoto Protocol, agreed upon during COP18 in Doha, Qatar. 

It establishes emission reduction targets for the second commitment period
23

. 

 

 

                                                             
18

About COP 28, Unfccc.int. Available at: https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/un-climate- 

change-conference-united-arab-emirates-nov/dec-2023/about-cop-28 (last visited 16 November 2023, 05.00 pm) 
19

―Environmental Conventions (Climate Change).‖ Drishti IAS, www.drishtiias.com/to-the- 

points/paper3/environmental-conventions-climate-change (last visited 16 N 

ovember 2023, 05.15 pm)  
20

Group of twenty - G20 introduction - ministry of external affairs. Available at: 

https://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/G20_Brief_for_website_-_27.10   1 1_.pdf (last visited 16 

November 2023, 05.45 pm) 
21

―Ozonaction.‖ Ozonaction, www.unep.org/ozonaction/who-we-are/about-montreal-protocol  (last visited 16 

November 2023, 07.00 pm)  
22

 UNFCCC : Cancun Agreements, Unfccc.int. Available at: https://unfccc.int/tools/cancun/index.html (last 

visited 16 November 2023, 07.30 pm) 
23

Doha Amendment for the Kyoto Protocol (no date) Unfccc.int. Available at: https://unfccc.int/process/the- 

kyoto-protocol/the-doha-amendment (last visited 16 November 2023, 07.50 pm) 

 

http://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-
http://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/G20_Brief_for_website_-_27.10
http://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/G20_Brief_for_website_-_27.10
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Paris Agreement 

 

A watershed moment for global climate action was the adoption of the 

Paris Agreement in 2015. The agreement, negotiated under the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), set ambitious targets 

to limit global temperature increases well below 2 degrees Celsius above pre- 

industrial levels
24

. The G20 played a pivotal role in the lead-up to the Paris 

Agreement, with member nations contributing to the negotiations and signaling 

their commitment to address climate change collectively
25

. G20 member 

nations, representing a substantial portion of the world's economic output and 

greenhouse gas emissions, made individual commitments aligned with the Paris 

Agreement. These commitments included targets for reducing emissions, 

increasing renewable energy capacity, and enhancing climate resilience. The 

G20's support for the Paris Agreement demonstrated a collective 

acknowledgment of the need for urgent and ambitious action to mitigate the 

impacts of climate change
26

. 

 

Each participating country is required to submit its Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs), outlining its individual climate action plan. 

NDCs include emission reduction targets, adaptation measures, and plans for 

sustainable development
27

. The agreement incorporates a ratcheting 

mechanism, encouraging countries to progressively enhance their NDCs over 

time. This regular review and enhancement process aims to ensure that 

collective efforts align with the temperature goals common transparency 

framework for reporting and reviewing countries' progress
28

. This framework 

enhances accountability by providing a clear and consistent way to track and 

assess the implementation of NDCs. 

 

 

                                                             
24

 Savaresi, Annalisa. ―The Paris Agreement: A New Beginning?‖ Journal of Energy & Natural Resources Law, 

vol. 34, no. 1, Informa UK Limited, Jan. 2016, pp. 16–26. Crossref, doi:10.1080/02646811.2016.1133983 (last 

visited 17 November 2023, 10.30 pm) 
25

 Ogunbode, Charles A., et al. ―Exposure to the IPCC Special Report on 1.5 °C Global Warming Is Linked to 

Perceived Threat and Increased Concern About Climate Change.‖ Climatic Change, vol. 158, Springer Science 

and Business Media LLC, Nov. 2019, Crossref, doi:10.1007/s10584-019-02609-0 (last visited 17 November 

2023, 11.00 pm) 
26

Kate Raworth (2014) A safe and just space for humanity, Oxfam International. Available at: 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/safe-and-just-space-humanity (last visited 17 November 2023, 11.15 pm)  
27

Nationally determined Contributions (NDC‘s) Unfccc.int. Available at: https://unfccc.int/process-and- 

meetings/the-paris-agreement/nationally-determined-contributions-ndcs (last visited 17 November 2023, 11.50 

pm) 
27

Nationally determined Contributions (NDC‘s) Unfccc.int. Available at: https://unfccc.int/process-and- 

meetings/the-paris-agreement/nationally-determined-contributions-ndcs (last visited 17 November 2023, 11.50 

pm) 
28

―All About the NDCs | United Nations.‖ United Nations, www.un.org/en/climatechange/all-about- 

ndcs#:~:text=NDCs%20are%20where%20countries%20set,so%20it%20stays%20on%20track (last visited 17 

November 2023, 11.50 pm) 
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Beyond Paris Agreement 

 

In the post-Paris Agreement era, the G20 continued to navigate global 

challenges related to climate change. Discussions extended to issues such as 

climate resilience, adaptation strategies, and innovations in sustainable 

technologies. G20 members emphasized the importance of ongoing 

collaboration to implement and strengthen climate commitments made under 

the Paris Agreement. 

 

G20 summits 

 
Climate change has been addressed in multiple G20 summits as the 

recognition of its global significance has grown over the years. The inclusion of 

climate change on the G20 agenda became more prominent in the mid-2010s. 

Some notable G20 summits where climate change was a focus include: 

 

1. G20 Antalya Summit (2015): The G20 summit held in Antalya, Turkey, in 

November 2015, addressed climate change as a key agenda item. This 

summit took place just before the United Nations Climate Change 

Conference (COP21) in Paris, where the historic Paris Agreement was 

adopted
29

. The discussions at the G20 Antalya Summit laid the groundwork 

for the G20's collective commitment to supporting the goals of the Paris 

Agreement. 

 

2. G20 Hangzhou Summit (2016): The G20 summit in Hangzhou, China, in 

September 2016, continued discussions on climate change. The Hangzhou 

Action Plan, adopted at this summit, outlined commitments to sustainable 

development, low-carbon growth, and clean energy
30

. The G20 leaders 

reaffirmed their support for the Paris Agreement during this summit. 

 

3. G20 Hamburg Summit (2017): The G20 summit in Hamburg, Germany, in 

July 2017, featured discussions on climate change, with a specific focus on 

the energy and climate action agenda. The Leaders' Declaration from the 

Hamburg Summit acknowledged the differences in views on climate change 

but reiterated the commitment to the Paris Agreement
31

. 

 
                                                             
29

 Alam, Anwar. ―Turkey, G20 and Global Governance: Aspiration and Limitation.‖ Economics of G20, World 

Scientific, Mar. 2020, pp. 161–77. Crossref, doi:10.1142/9789811214752_0009 (last visited 19 November 2023, 

06.00 pm) 
30

 Bradford, C. I. (2016). G20 Hangzhou Summit: A Possible Turning Point for Global Governance. China 

Quarterly of International Strategic Studies, 02(03), 327–346. doi:10.1142/s2377740016500202 (last visited 19 

November 2023, 06.30 pm) 
31

 Messner, D. and Snower, D. (2018) The G20 summit was more successful than you think, OUP Academic. 

Available at: https://academic.oup.com/globalsummitry/article/3/2/206/5087963 (last visited 19 November 

2023, 07.00 pm) 



435                                                       An Analysis of the Role of G20 in Global Climate Governance: 

                                                                                                                   Navigating the Climate Maze 

A Decade of Shaping the Future:  

Global Harmony, Co-operation and G20          E-ISBN: 978-93-6252-893-3 

4. G20 Buenos Aires Summit (2018): The G20 summit held in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina, in November 2018, addressed climate change as part of broader 

discussions on sustainable development. The final G20 Leaders' Declaration 

acknowledged the importance of climate action, and the document included 

language on climate-related issues
32

. 

 

5. G20 Osaka Summit (2019): The G20 summit in Osaka, Japan, in June 

2019, continued to include climate change on the agenda. The Osaka 

Leaders' Declaration acknowledged the G20's commitment to the Paris 

Agreement and emphasized the importance of achieving a balance between 

environmental protection and economic growth. 

 

6. G20 New Delhi Summit (2023): India held the G20 presidency for the year 

2023 - 2024, and the troika consists of Indonesia, India and Brazil
33

. 

Vasudhaiva  Kutumbakam,  which  refers  to  ―One  Earth,  One  Family,  One 

Future‖ was the theme, it is inspired from the Maha Upanishad, an old 

Sanksit scripture
34

. The theme primarily highlights the importance of all life 

- human, animal, plant, and microorganisms - as well as their 

interdependence on Earth and across the universe. The theme also 

exemplifies LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment), which emphasizes the 

significance of responsible and environmentally sustainable lifestyle 

decisions made at the individual and societal levels in order to create a future 

that is cleaner, greener, and bluer
35

. The G20 countries committed to work 

towards tripling the global renewable energy capacity by 2030 which aims to 

cut down carbon dioxide emissions by seven billion tonnes between now and 

2030
36

. It would shift away from fossil fuels towards cleaner energy 

alternatives. This will help the countries to attain net zero emissions by 

2050
37

. India‘s presidency helps in setting the tone for global cooperation. 
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Findings and Recommendations Findings 
 

1. Mixed Progress in Emission Reduction Commitments: The analysis 

indicates a varied level of progress among G20 nations in meeting their 

emission reduction commitments. While some countries have made 

substantial strides in transitioning to renewable energy and reducing carbon 

emissions, others face challenges in achieving their targets. 

2. Divergent National Interests and Priorities: The analysis underscores the 

diversity of national interests and priorities within the G20. Balancing 

economic growth, energy security, and environmental sustainability poses 

challenges, leading to divergent approaches among member nations. 

3. Climate Finance Disparities: Disparities in climate finance contributions 

persist among G20 nations. While some countries have made significant 

financial commitments to support climate adaptation and mitigation efforts 

in developing nations, others lag behind, hindering global solidarity in 

addressing climate challenges. 

4. Green Innovation and Technology Transfer: Some G20 nations have 

demonstrated leadership in green innovation and technology transfer. 

However, challenges persist in ensuring widespread adoption of sustainable 

technologies, and the pace of technology transfer varies among member 

nations. 

5. Adaptation and Resilience Measures: G20 nations are implementing a range 

of adaptation and resilience measures, reflecting a growing awareness of the 

need to address the impacts of climate change. However, disparities exist in 

the capacity of nations to adapt, with vulnerable regions facing greater 

challenges. 

 

Recommendations 

 
1. Establish Climate Finance Mechanisms: Develop and implement concrete 

mechanisms within the G20 framework to address disparities in climate 

finance contributions. This includes exploring innovative financing tools, 

leveraging private sector involvement, and ensuring transparency in 

financial commitments. 

2. Enhance Inclusive Dialogues: Strengthen inclusive dialogues by 

institutionalizing mechanisms for stakeholder engagement. This involves 

creating platforms for ongoing collaboration, fostering partnerships, and 

ensuring that diverse perspectives are considered in decision-making 

processes. 

3. Encourage Public-Private Partnerships: Foster public-private partnerships to 

accelerate climate action. Encourage G20 nations to create an enabling 

environment for private sector investments in sustainable projects, 
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recognizing the crucial role of businesses in driving innovation and scaling 

up climate solutions. 

4. Support Vulnerable Regions in Adaptation: Prioritize support for vulnerable 

regions in developing and implementing adaptation and resilience measures. 

This includes providing financial assistance, technology transfer, and 

capacity-building to enhance the adaptive capacity of communities facing 

the immediate impacts of climate change. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The G20 and climate change underscores the critical juncture at which 

the global community finds itself. The urgency to address climate change 

requires collective action, with the G20 positioned at the forefront of these 

efforts. Recognizing the interconnectedness of environmental sustainability, 

economic stability, and social well-being, G20 nations must transcend 

individual interests for the collective good. 

 

The path forward demands bold commitments, innovative solutions, and 

unwavering collaboration. The G20, as a forum representing the world's major 

economies, has the capacity and responsibility to lead by example. By 

embracing the recommendations and forging a united front against climate 

change, the G20 can catalyze transformative change that reverberates across 

borders, inspiring a sustainable and resilient future for generations to come. The 

time for action is now, and the G20's role is pivotal in steering the course toward 

a planet that thrives in harmony with nature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


