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INTRODUCTION 

Kudumbashree, a women-centric community-based program in Kerala, has been lauded for its 

significant contributions to poverty eradication and women empowerment in the year 1998 by E 

K Nayanar Government. Over the years, it has established numerous self-help groups and micro-

enterprises, becoming a prominent socio-economic initiative in the state. However, like any 

large-scale program, Kudumbashree is not without its challenges and issues. This book chapter 

aims to explore the problems faced by Kudumbashree units in Kerala, highlighting both the pros 

and cons associated with the initiative. By examining these aspects, we can gain a 

comprehensive understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of Kudumbashree, leading to 

informed recommendations for its continued growth and success. 

NEED AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

The study on the problems and issues of Kudumbashree units in Kerala holds significant 

importance due to several compelling reasons. Understanding the need and significance of this 

research will shed light on the potential impact it can have on various stakeholders and the larger 

socio-economic landscape of the state. 

 Addressing Challenges for Sustainable Growth: Kudumbashree has been instrumental 

in empowering women and alleviating poverty in Kerala. However, identifying and 

addressing the challenges faced by Kudumbashree units is crucial for their sustainable 

growth and continued impact. By studying these issues, policymakers, government 

bodies, and other stakeholders can formulate targeted interventions to strengthen the 

program's effectiveness and ensure its long-term viability. 

 Empowering Women and Gender Equality: Women empowerment is a central 

objective of Kudumbashree. This study will contribute to a deeper understanding of the 

obstacles faced by women entrepreneurs in Kudumbashree units and propose strategies to 

enhance their economic independence and decision-making capabilities. By empowering 
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women, the study aligns with broader efforts towards achieving gender equality and 

social justice. 

 Enhancing Socio-economic Impact: The significance of this study lies in its potential to 

enhance the socio-economic impact of Kudumbashree in Kerala. By identifying and 

addressing issues related to financial constraints, marketing challenges, and product 

quality, the study aims to strengthen Kudumbashree units' market acceptance, leading to 

increased income generation and poverty eradication among its beneficiaries. 

 Supporting Local and Sustainable Initiatives: Kudumbashree's focus on locally 

sourced products and traditional crafts aligns with sustainable development goals and 

preservation of cultural heritage. This study will provide insights into improving product 

standardization and marketing strategies, facilitating the growth of local enterprises, and 

promoting environmentally friendly practices. 

 Informing Policy and Decision-making: The research findings will serve as a valuable 

resource for policymakers, government agencies, and non-governmental organizations 

involved in poverty alleviation and women empowerment initiatives. The data-driven 

recommendations can influence policy formulation, resource allocation, and 

implementation strategies, ensuring more effective support to Kudumbashree units. 

 Contributing to Academic and Research Literature: The study will contribute to the 

existing academic and research literature on community-based initiatives, women 

entrepreneurship, and poverty eradication. By adding empirical evidence to the body of 

knowledge, this research will foster further exploration and understanding of similar 

socio-economic programs globally. 

 Creating Awareness and Advocacy: The study's findings can create awareness among 

the public about the challenges faced by Kudumbashree units and the positive impact of 

the program. This can lead to increased advocacy and support for Kudumbashree, 

attracting funding, collaborations, and partnerships to enhance its reach and effectiveness. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The objectives of the study on the problems and issues of Kudumbashree units in Kerala with 

pros and cons are formulated to guide the research and provide a clear direction for data 

collection, analysis, and interpretation. The study aims to achieve the following objectives: 

 Identify and analyze the challenges faced by Kudumbashree units in Kerala. 

 Explore the factors affecting the market acceptance of Kudumbashree products. 

 Assess the pros and positive aspects of Kudumbashree units. 

 Evaluate the cons and weaknesses of Kudumbashree units. 



 Propose evidence-based recommendations for improvement. 

 Contribute to the existing knowledge on women empowerment and community-based 

initiatives. 

SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

The scope of the study on the problems and issues of Kudumbashree units in Kerala with pros 

and cons is defined by the specific objectives, research questions, and geographical boundaries 

within which the research will be conducted. The scope outlines the key aspects that the study 

aims to cover and the limitations that need to be considered during the research process. The 

scope of this study includes the following: 

 Geographical Scope: 

The study will focus on Kudumbashree units in the state of Kerala, India. The research 

will cover various regions and districts within Kerala to ensure a representative sample of 

Kudumbashree units from different socio-economic contexts. 

 Problems and Issues: 

The study will explore and analyze the problems and issues faced by Kudumbashree units 

in Kerala comprehensively. It will investigate challenges related to financial constraints, 

marketing and branding, product quality, market penetration, and any other issues that 

may affect the sustainability and success of Kudumbashree units. 

 Pros and Cons: 

The research will assess the positive and negative aspects of Kudumbashree units. It will 

delve into the strengths and weaknesses of the program, examining the advantages of 

women empowerment, social cohesion, skill development, and localized initiatives, as 

well as the disadvantages related to challenges in market acceptance and scalability. 

 Factors Affecting Market Acceptance: 

The study will explore the factors influencing the market acceptance of Kudumbashree 

products, including consumer behavior, regional disparities, product quality, and 

marketing strategies. By analyzing these factors, the research will identify potential 

opportunities for enhancing market acceptance. 

 Recommendations and Implications: 

The scope of the study extends to proposing evidence-based recommendations and 

implications based on the research findings. These recommendations will be aimed at 

addressing the identified problems and issues, supporting sustainable growth, and 

maximizing the impact of Kudumbashree units in Kerala. 

 



 Limitations of the Study: 

While the study aims to provide valuable insights into the problems and issues of 

Kudumbashree units in Kerala, there are certain limitations to be acknowledged: 

(i) Sample Size: 

The research will be limited by the size of the sample population. Due to practical 

constraints, it may not be possible to include all Kudumbashree units in the state, and the 

findings might represent a subset of the entire population. 

(ii) Time and Resource Constraints: 

The study's scope will be influenced by time and resource limitations. Comprehensive 

data collection and extensive fieldwork might be challenging, and some aspects of the 

research might be restricted by these constraints. 

(iii) Generalizability: 

As the research focuses on Kudumbashree units in Kerala, the generalizability of the 

findings to other regions or countries with different socio-economic contexts may be 

limited. 

(iv) Access to Data: 

The study's scope will depend on the availability and access to relevant data, including 

financial records, consumer behavior data, and marketing strategies employed by 

Kudumbashree units. 

Despite these limitations, the study's scope is designed to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the problems and issues faced by Kudumbashree units in Kerala and the pros 

and cons associated with the program. The research findings will have practical implications for 

stakeholders and policymakers, contributing to the sustainable growth and impact of 

Kudumbashree in its efforts towards women empowerment and poverty eradication in Kerala. 

PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES OF KUDUMBASHREE UNITS 

1 Limited Access to Financial Resources: 

One of the primary challenges faced by Kudumbashree units is the limited access to financial 

resources. Many units struggle to secure sufficient funding for their entrepreneurial ventures, 

hindering their ability to invest in production, marketing, and expansion. This financial 

constraint often limits the growth potential of Kudumbashree units and affects their 

competitiveness in the market. 

 



2 Marketing and Branding Deficiencies: 

Kudumbashree units often face marketing and branding challenges, particularly regarding their 

products' visibility and appeal in a crowded marketplace. Inadequate marketing expertise and 

limited budgets result in reduced product promotion and reach, making it challenging for units to 

establish a strong market presence and compete with established brands. 

3 Product Quality and Standardization: 

Ensuring consistent product quality and standardization across various Kudumbashree units can 

be a complex task. Differences in production techniques, raw materials, and quality control 

processes can lead to variations in product quality, impacting consumer trust and satisfaction. 

Standardization issues may also hinder the scaling up of certain products for broader markets. 

4 Limited Market Penetration: 

Despite the commendable efforts of Kudumbashree units, some products struggle to achieve 

significant market penetration, especially in regions with established competitors. Regional 

disparities in consumer preferences and limited distribution channels can impede the widespread 

acceptance of Kudumbashree products. 

PROS AND POSITIVE ASPECTS OF KUDUMBASHREE UNITS 

1 Empowerment of Women: 

Kudumbashree's most significant achievement is its success in empowering women across 

Kerala. By providing them with entrepreneurial opportunities, financial independence, and 

leadership roles, Kudumbashree has played a crucial role in enhancing women's socio-economic 

status and empowering them to become agents of change within their families and communities. 

2 Social Cohesion and Community Bonding: 

Kudumbashree fosters strong social cohesion and community bonding among its members. By 

working together in self-help groups, women develop a sense of camaraderie, support, and 

collective decision-making. This community-based approach encourages mutual assistance and 

solidarity among participants. 

3 Skill Development and Training: 

The program offers valuable skill development and training opportunities to Kudumbashree 

members, equipping them with practical skills and knowledge to run successful micro-



enterprises. This capacity-building aspect enhances the entrepreneurial capabilities of women 

and improves their chances of long-term economic sustainability. 

4 Localized and Sustainable Initiatives: 

Kudumbashree's focus on promoting locally sourced products and traditional crafts helps 

preserve cultural heritage and encourages sustainable consumption patterns. By fostering 

localized initiatives, Kudumbashree contributes to sustainable development, environmentally 

friendly practices, and a sense of pride in indigenous products. 

CONCLUSION 

The problems and issues faced by Kudumbashree units in Kerala are not uncommon for large-

scale socio-economic initiatives. While financial constraints, marketing challenges, and product 

quality issues pose hurdles, Kudumbashree's impact on women empowerment, community 

bonding, and sustainable initiatives is undeniable. By acknowledging the strengths and 

weaknesses of the program, stakeholders can work towards mitigating the challenges and 

capitalizing on its strengths. This chapter advocates for targeted interventions to address the 

identified issues, ensuring that Kudumbashree continues to play a pivotal role in empowering 

women and contributing to poverty eradication in Kerala. 
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