                               INDIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM
The study of legal history or Judicial system consists of the chronological development and growth of a legal system which, in other words means, an analysis of the system of judicial administration prevailing in a particular country in its historical perspective. It is well known that the efficacy of judicial system, by and large, depends upon two major considerations, namely, the existence of a definite hierarchy of courts which follow a simple procedure and a well-defined system of law which are uniformly applicable throughout the country. Thus ‘Courts’ and ‘Laws’ are the two very important instruments of justice. It is only through the execution of good laws that impartiality in administration of justice can be maintained. Therefore, the subject of legal history of Indian Judicial System mainly deals with the process of gradual evolution and development of “Courts” and “laws” in a chronological order. It has been rightly said that ‘law’ is a dynamic concept which changes from time to time and place to place to suit the needs and conditions of a given society which is constantly changing and developing with the advancement of human knowledge and civilisation. The history of human society tells us that “the roots of the present, lie in the past.” So, is also the case with the legal institutions. The Courts and laws which we have today, have taken the present shape after years of experimentation and planning.
The Federal Court continued to function till 26th January 1950, when independent India’s Constitution came into force. In the meantime, the Constituent Assembly became busy drafting the basic framework of the legal system and judiciary. The members of the Constituent Assembly envisaged the judiciary as the guardian of rights and justice. They wanted to keep the judiciary independent and insulated from the coercion and pressures from other organs. ‘Sapru Committee Report’ on judiciary and the Constituent Assembly’s Adhoc Committee on the Supreme Court report formed the bulk of the guidelines for judiciary. A.K.Ayyar, K.Santhanam, M.A.Ayyangar, Tej Bahadur Sapru, B.N.Rau, K.M.Munshi,Saadulla and Dr. B.R.Ambedkar played important role in shaping the judicial system of India. The Unitary Judicial System seems to have been accepted with the least questioning. The Supreme Court was to have a special, countrywide responsibility for the protection of individual rights. Dr B. R. Ambedkar was perhaps the greatest apostle in the Assembly of what he described as ‘one single integrated judiciary having jurisdiction and providing remedies in all cases arising under the Constitutional law, the Civil, or the Criminal law, essential to maintain the unity of the country’. With the Indian independence in 1947, the judicial system had to be modified to suit the changed conditions. The jurisdiction of the Privy Council over the Indian appeals came to an end with the establishment of the Supreme Court of India on January 26, 1950. 
MODERN JUDICIAL SYSTEM AND HIERARCHY OF COURTS Modern Nation-States function through a set of institutions. The British Reforms helped India in its present legislative framework. The Parliament, the Judiciary and Executive apparatus such as bureaucracy and the police and the formal structure of Union –State relations as well as the electoral system are the set of institutions constituted by the idea of constitutionalism (i.e. securing the ideals of Constitution). Their arrangements, dependencies and inter-dependencies are directly shaped by the highest politico-legal document of our country - i.e, the Constitution. The legal system derives its authority from the Constitution and is deeply embedded in the political system. The presence of judiciary proves the theory of separation of powers wherein the other two organs, viz. legislature and executive stand relatively apart from it. Parliamentary Democracy works on the principle of ‘division’ of Power,’ and in the making of law there is direct participation of the legislature and the executive. It is only the judiciary that remains independent and strong safeguarding the interests of the citizens by not allowing the other organs to go beyond the constitutional limits. 
STRUCTURE OF JUDICIARY 
Under our Constitution there is a single integrated system of Courts for the Union as well as the States, which administer both Union and State laws, and at the head of the system stands the Supreme Court of India. Below the Supreme Court are the High Courts of different States and under each High Court there are ‘subordinate courts’, i.e., courts subordinate to and under the control of the High Courts. At the top of the judicial system is Supreme Court of India followed by High Courts at State level. At the District level, there are Subordinate District Courts. Supreme Court of India The Supreme Court is the apex Court at national level which was established on 28th January 1950, under Article 124(1) of the Constitution of India. 
Indian Court System and Methods of Resolution Disputes High Courts The highest Court in the State is the High Court constituted under Article 214 of the Constitution which reads there shall be a High Court in each State. 
Subordinate Courts The judicial system comprises of subordinate courts which represent the first tier of the entire judicial structure. As a general rule, Civil cases are dealt with by one set of Hierarchy of Court known as Civil Court and Criminal cases by another known as Criminal Court. The Power of Civil courts are governed by Civil Procedure Code (CPC) and power of Criminal Court are governed by Criminal Procedure Code(Cr.pc) respectively. 
Following is the hierarchy chart of all civil and criminal courts in India.
[image: ] The Salient feature of Indian Judiciary is that it has a single JURISDICTION OF THE SUPREME COURT The Supreme Court has vast jurisdiction, and its position is strengthened by the fact that it acts as a Court of Appeal, as a guardian of the Constitution and as a reviewer of its own judgements. 
HIGH COURTS There shall be High Court for each State (Article 214), and every High Court shall be a Court of record and shall have all the powers of such a Court including the power to punish for contempt of itself (Article 215).
SUBORDINATE COURTS The hierarchy of courts that lie subordinate to High Courts are referred to as Subordinate Courts. It is for the State Governments to enact for the creation of Subordinate Courts. The nomenclature of these subordinate courts differs from State to State but broadly there is uniformity in terms of the organisational structure (i.e. the hierarchy remains the same for every State at the most). Below the High Courts, there are District Courts for each district, and has appellate jurisdiction in the district. Under the District Courts, there are the lower courts such as the Additional District Court, Sub Court, Munsiff Magistrate Court, Court of Special Judicial Magistrate of I class, Court of Special Judicial Magistrate of II class, Court of Special Munsiff Magistrate for Factories Act and labour laws, etc. District Courts can take cognizance of original matters under special status. 
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