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The Profession of Nursing
Nursing is an art and science. “Nurses help people, sick or well, to do those things needed for health or a peaceful death that people would do on their own if they had the strength, will, or knowledge” (Henderson, 1961).

Forensics: General view towards forensics is about dead people but truly searching the meaning of forensic is be relevant to Law.

Forensic Nursing: Prosecution of Nursing in to the commandment/law
According to the International Association of Forensic Nurses, Forensic Nursing is the practice of nursing where there is inter−sectioning of the health and legal system, It is a branch of science that is a combination of knowledge and practice of nursing health care deals with violence, abuse, criminal abuse, death and traumatic accidents along with criminal judicial system of a country.

The nursing curriculum is designed to provide knowledge in physical science and human behaviour to holistic care for those individuals in physical or psychological distress and to address issues of the family, support system, and community members in education and in the maintenance of health and personal safety Curriculum concepts are based on four basic skill
I. Critical thinking
II. Decision Making Skills
III. Problem Solving
IV. Assessment

I. Critical Thinking Skills
The art of critical thinking allows the forensic nurse to:

· Analyse data
· Apply standards
· Recognize differences and similarities among things or situations
· Utilize logical reasoning
· Plan and predict consequences
· Transform knowledge to performance

 Critical thinking is incorporated into each aspect of the nursing curriculum:
· Didactic content to clinical skills
· Clinical skills to research
· Patient/victim care to forensic nursing concepts
· Forensic nursing concepts to research development of forensic nursing skills to provide the victim, family, friends, perpetrator, and community member with safety, justice, rehabilitation

II. Decision Making Skills
· Developed at every level throughout the nursing curriculum
· The primary thread in decision making is the nursing process
· Correlates of theoretical concepts to clinical assessment data in a variety of environments

      III & IV Problem Solving and Assessment

· Collection of assessment patient data is essential to the identification of specific physical and/or psychological disruptions in the holistic health of the patient. 
· Assessment skills mature throughout the nursing curriculum.
· Become the primary nursing tool in the critical thinking, decision making, and problem solving skills of the professional nurse.
           Assessment begins the critical thinking process:
· Assess the situation
· Identify the task (evidence collection, dressing change)
· Evaluate the results

Roles of Forensic Nurses
The Forensic Nurse- A nurse (RN) with specialized training in 
· Forensic evidence collection 
· Criminal procedures 
· Legal testimony expertise 
Specialty Roles 
· Clinical forensic nurse (CFN) 
· Sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE) 
· Legal nurse consultant 
· Forensic psychiatric nurse 
· Forensic correctional nurse 
· Forensic gerontology nurse 
· Nurse attorney 
· Death investigator/Forensic nurse investigator 
· Forensic nurse educator
Sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE) 
A nurse who has been registered and especially trained to give comprehensive care to sexual assault cases, who demonstrates faculty in conducting a forensic test and the cpability to be an expert eyewitness.
Benefits
Comprehensive care, Fact grounded attestation (drop all opinions), Forensic issue, proof collection, chain of safekeeping, courtroom evidence
Compassionate care
Deliver community alertness Where to come How we will treat you Encourage reporting of Sexual Assaults Encourage successful apprehension and execution of embarrassed lawbreakers Aid in the recognizing of false reporting
Nurse coroners/ Death investigator/Forensic nurse investigator 
A certified nurse who transmits out the responsibilities of a death investigator in agreement with the enactment values and techniques established under the health auditor or coroner’s system of loss exploring and the jurisdictional norms of practice.
Nurses have the learning background to comprehend accurately what origins death and what occurs to a body after death. Death can be a immoral event, on the other hand it is always a medical incident. If it is unwavering that the passing away was due to felonious cause then it is law prosecution’s job to conclude who. Who well to determine the way of death than medical work forces.
Mode of death is the environments in which the source of passing away arose, i.e. Natural, accident, assassination, suicide, and undecided. In some circumstances mode of death might be challenging to conclude and may look like accidental (i.e. In a self-murder without a note). Forensic care giver retain the expertise and talents essential to comprehensive psychological autopsy and understand the delicate touches of drugs, health history and environments surrounding doubtful deaths.
Mechanism of death is the physiologic derangement or biochemical disturbance incompatible with life, which is initiated by the cause of death, e.g. Cardiac arrest. Forensic care givers are well accomplished in physiology and remain organized to truthfully differentiate between the reason and the physiologic medium of death.
Nurse Attorneys / Legal Nurse Consultants
To initiate a leadership starring role in health precaution policy construction. To impact health precaution societal policy, health care regulation and nursing training acts. To educate the public about health law issues. To educate the public about nurse attorneys. To educate nurses about the legal system. To represent the public; client advocate.
Nurses need to create fundamental alteration in the manner healthcare is provided, and identifying that it essentials to follow through regulation and politically aware is a big part of it. Like nurses, attorneys must interact with people who are vulnerable, who have been injured or traumatized, and who need assistance to regain their wholeness. Client advocacy is the skill nurses bring to the profession.
Psychiatric and Mental Health Forensic Nurse: Issues and Goals

The enrichment of proper care for the critical and obstinately psychologically ill. The combination of psychiatric and obsessions treatment. Approaches for advancement of emotional health and avoidance of mental disorders. The delivery of applicable care within the unlawful justice system. The justifiable facility of care for kids and teen-agers.

Make sure on the way to access to care for aged adults and fellows of minority crowds. Activism for contact to mental health amenities as willingly as contact to medical services. The improvement of an evidence approach to training the nursing undergraduates and graduates regard to mental health nursing.

Correctional Health Nurse
Counteractive healthcare is an exclusive department area. Goals: Expedite an enhanced working liaison between the private division and correctional team in prisons and juvenile custody centres, jails to meet the essentials of the inmates. Support correctional healthcare as portion of public health field

Domestic Violence: Domestic violence is the prominent cause of harm to females in the globe. It is the leading non obstetric cause of death to pregnant women. Every 9 seconds a women is battered. 1:3 women are a victim of domestic violence

Types of Abuse: Physical, Emotional and Financial

Beating, hit out, throttling, weapons. Emotional Threats, damage of self-worth, loneliness Financial Work, encroachment, access to finances, recognition.

Community Focus
· Improve the natural and infant/child death investigations with better history gathering and assessments.
· Contact family members in order to provide information on cause and manner of death.
· Discuss medical and familial implications of cause of death, if applicable.
· Provide education regarding the medico legal death investigation.

Roles of the forensic nurse in emergency department

· Reporting Suspected Abuse/Neglect
To report abuse/neglect of elder or vulnerable adults. Fewer states have statutes that require mandatory notification of authorities of intimate partner violence or crime victims in general. 
· Records as Proof
Nursing documentation of a patient’s history may be admissible under the medical exception to hearsay as long as it is relevant to the treatment of the patient’s physical or psychological condition. The ED nurse should document the history of any injuries and pre-ED treatments. Any delay in treatment should also be noted. If a patient presents to the ED reporting chest pain, the ED triage nurse would never consider writing “alleged chest pain” as the chief complaint. Replace the words “alleged” and “claimed” with “reported” or “suspected.”
· Collecting Evidence in the Emergency Department
Because ED nurses are often the first individuals to come into contact with victims of violence, they have the important responsibility of recognizing, collecting, and preserving key forensic evidence. Forensic nurses can play a very supportive and useful role in mortuaries or autopsy centres. In many developing countries it is observed that there are no trained autopsy technicians or nurses to help to carry out the post-mortem work. Due to the lack of this expert help medical officers have to depend upon uneducated, untrained help which is usually in the form of sweepers. Here it is visualized that forensic nurses who know a lot about the human body can be very useful in the autopsy rooms. Forensic nurses play a critical role in various aspects of the forensic sciences, including their involvement in mortuary settings. Their unique skills and expertise are valuable in ensuring that the deceased are properly handled, and vital information is collected for legal and investigative purposes as follows: 
1. Identification and Documentation: Forensic nurses assist in the initial identification of the deceased individuals brought to the mortuary. They gather and document information such as personal belongings, clothing, and any distinguishing features or tattoos. This meticulous documentation is crucial for ensuring the correct identification of the deceased and for maintaining a clear chain of custody for evidentiary items.
2. Forensic Photography and Documentation: Forensic nurses are often responsible for photographing the deceased from multiple angles and close-ups of injuries, wounds, or any other significant physical characteristics. These photographs serve as essential visual evidence in forensic investigations, autopsies, and court proceedings.
3. Assisting in Autopsies: In cases where autopsies are required, forensic nurses may assist forensic pathologists during the examination of the deceased. They help with the collection of tissue samples, document the findings, and maintain the integrity of evidence. Their medical background enables them to understand and communicate the significance of forensic findings effectively.
4. Injury Assessment: Forensic nurses are trained to assess and document injuries on the deceased accurately. They can help differentiate between injuries caused by trauma, accidents, or natural causes. Their expertise’s particularly valuable in cases of suspicious deaths or homicides, where injury assessment can provide critical information for investigations.
5. Chain of Custody Management: Maintaining the chain of custody for evidence is essential in forensic investigations. Forensic nurses ensure that all collected evidence, including biological samples and personal belongings of the deceased, is properly documented, secured, and preserved to maintain its integrity for court proceedings.
6. Support for Families: Forensic nurses also play a role in providing support and information to the families of the deceased. They can explain the procedures and legal requirements, offer emotional support, and help families navigate the difficult process of identifying and claiming their loved one's remains.

Role of Forensic Nurse in Mortuary
Forensic nurses in the mortuary setting are essential team members who contribute their medical knowledge and forensic expertise to ensure the proper handling, documentation, and assessment of the deceased. Their role is critical not only in supporting forensic investigations but also in providing compassionate assistance to grieving families during a challenging time. Their attention to detail and commitment to maintaining the integrity of evidence are vital components of the forensic process, ultimately serving the interests of justice. Role of the forensic nurses may vary in different countries depending upon the laws of those countries and the criminal procedures of the different countries. Forensic nurses can do a variety of duties in hospitals and morgues such as:
· They can receive the dead body in a more emphatic manner with the least hurt to the relatives and the accompanying persons. It is a grave situation most of the time as it is the son or mother or father or siblings or friends are laying dead in front of their eyes. They can take care of the emotional needs of the relatives and friends who feel traumatized by the violent deaths of the victims.

· Forensic nurses can receive all the documents including request letter and papers concerned to the investigation. They can also receive files and papers of the treatment in case the person was admitted to the hospital.

· Forensic nurses can make the desired entries in the concerned registers of the Morgue to document all the requirements in a correct manner.

· They can learn to do the dissection of the dead body and they will prove to be great assets to the forensic physicians whenever there is an increased load of work. They should know I, Y, and modified Y incisions given to dissect the body and the rationale behind them.

· They should know all four different techniques of dissection i.e., the technique of Letulle where all the organs of the neck, thorax, and abdomen are removed in one block; the technique of Virchow where all the organs of the body are removed one by one; the technique of Rokitan sky when organs are dissected in situ and the Technique of Ghon where enbloc dissection is done individually for the Urogenital system, organs of abdomen and organs of neck and thorax.

· Forensic nurses can help in collection of the biological evidence, especially blood and tissue samples. They can also preserve the clothes of the case as often these are valuable pieces of evidence in the form of blood stains, seminal stains, and tears, cuts, or holes. In case of firearm injuries presence of soot or burns is also important in addition to the holes made by the firearm bullets and pallets.

· In cases of poisoning or suspected poisoning Forensic nurses can help in the proper preservation of the viscera, packing, sealing, and labelling of the packs containing the viscera. Usually, preservation is done in a saturated solution of the common salt, and in some instances, it is preserved in absolute alcohol.

· Viscera may also be needed to be preserved in case there is a doubt of some disease e.g., myocardial infarction or tuberculosis. Here the preservative is usually a 10% formalin solution.

· Whenever samples for DNA profiling are needed, they can collect the samples properly so that there is no contamination of the samples. Usually, it is the blood stain made on a piece of cloth and dried or it can be done on an FTA card. If other tissues are to be preserved, it can be done in the right manner depending upon the tissue to be preserved.

· In the mortuaries forensic nurses can do the photography of the injuries and can learn to do the videography wherever required especially in custodial deaths and dowry death cases.

· If the body is disfigured forensic nurses can help in the reconstruction or reconstitution of the body especially the face. This will be a great solace to the relatives and friends to see the body in a presentable form.

· Forensic nurses can properly dress the body after post-mortem examination as per the customs and requirements of the family and the community. To look it better they can do little makeup of the face.

· Forensic nurses can hand over the body in a dignified manner as per the requirements of the society and the law of the country. This is the most important step in dealing with death in a dignified way.

· To maintain a proper chain of evidence they can hand over the body, post-mortem reports, and all the samples and belongings to the police under proper receipt.

· Forensic nurses can take care of the proper storage of dead bodies in the mortuaries whenever required and observe the body temperature before putting them in cold rooms or cold chambers. Maintenance of the right temperature in the cold chambers and cold rooms is very important to avoid decomposition in dead bodies.

· Forensic nurses can take care of the dissection instruments and their proper cleaning and proper sterilization to avoid injuries and infections.

· Forensic nurses can take care of the disinfection of the mortuaries. Forensic nurses can take care of the procedures which can spread infection and they can prevent the spread of infection amongst the workers in the mortuaries.

·  Forensic nurses can help in the proper disposal of biological waste during and after the post-mortem examination by segregating the waste in the proper containers.

· Forensic nurses can play a very good role in mass disaster situations as they are previously exposed to violent deaths. They are usually very useful in situations of community crisis and the aftermath of mass disasters. Here they can help in identification of the dead bodies.

· Forensic nurses will be better equipped to deal with violent situations compassionately and help the judicial system by properly collecting the evidence during post-mortem examination


Role of a nurse in admission and discharge of forensic victim 

· After receiving patient from OPD, immediately inform the doctor on duty of that unit.
· All the records of the patients like OPD slips, admission files, must be kept under lock and key to prevent legal issues.
· Not to show the patient records to anybody.
· Not to show the patient records to police personnel.
· Not to throw any discharges of patients without permission of physician. Nurse keep belongings of the patient in her custody.
· Take consent of relative or patients for any kind of procedures or treatment.
· Avoid answering enquiries to an insurance agent and other unauthorized persons.
· The condition of the patient should be reported verbally to relatives.
· Maintain all the records of the patients accurately. 

Discharge
· On discharge, no records should be handed over to the police.
· Enter clearly, if patient is transferred to another ward or hospital.
· Before allowing the patient to leave the hospital, nurse should clearly enter or write the name of relatives of the patient.
· Keep all the records concerning to patient under lock and key after discharge of the patient. 

Responsibility of forensic nurse in death investigation
· Crime scene investigation.
· Physical examination
· Identification of wounds
· Abrasion
· Scratches
· Graze
· Pressure abrasion
· Pattern abrasion
· Contusion
· Laceration
· Avulsion
· Stab wounds
Post mortem changes 
· Algor mortis
· Livor mortis
· Rigor mortis
· Cadaveric spasm
· Putrefaction ( decomposition)   

Responsibility of Forensic nurse in disaster victim identification 
The victim can be identified based on the following identifying factors.
· Tattoos and scars.
· Evidence of prior surgical marks or bone fractures.
· Unusual deformity.
· Approximate age, built, sex and race.
· Personnel belongings (jewelry, clothing,shoes etc).
· Superimposition techniques. 
· In cases of unidentified dead bodies, the identification through fingerprints is a possible way.
· When there is rigidity in the fingers, the joint should be bent many times until it becomes flexible.
· The tips of the fingers are then inked using a roller and printing ink and the prints can be taken on the card. The finger should not be rolled on the card rather card may be rolled around the fingertip for better results. 

Responsibilities of forensic nurse in psychiatry, assessment and evaluation of mental health status
When the patient presents in the healthcare setting and the nurse suspects that there may be mental dysfunction (either acute or chronic symptomatology), there are steps to take that will establish the path on which the case will progress. Assessment should begin as with any patient entering the setting. Patient may look (dress, hygiene, eye contact, posture, communication)
· Medical history
· Educational background
· Occupational history
· Psychiatric history
· Substance abuse history
· Noting any mention of legal issues in the past or present
An issue at hand in these circumstances may often be that the nurse is working in a clinical area where psychiatric expertise is not easily available, and it may be in an emergency setting where the priority is on the physical health concerns of the patient. Once again, it is important for the nurse to be aware of his/her intuition. If so, then it is paramount that the clinician document what he or she observes. Negative attitudes about psychiatric patients can affect the nurse’s ability to properly evaluate and treat this vulnerable population and may even have adverse effects on the care of the patient. These are often not easy cases. And so, education regarding the complexities of care is key to enhancing positive outcomes and doing no harm to the patient. If the clinician can determine the patient’s needs, even though perhaps he or she is demonstrating vague and non-specific symptoms, then the clinician may indeed be able to determine if the psychiatric symptoms are being exacerbated by a physical illness. Is the patient under the influence of drugs or alcohol, is the patient is intoxicated. Is the patient suicidal or homicidal. It is also helpful to have an understanding of how the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 

Documenting mental health
The observation and interview process must be as objective and detailed as possible. Observations of the patient and conversations with the patient should be carefully documented, and any impressions or conclusions should be based only on the data available. Legal conclusions should be avoided. The role of the nurse is not to judge the forensic aspects of a case but to provide objective data. When documenting, use plain language, do not paraphrase, use the patient’s own words, and give the patient time to answer. Meet with them in a quiet setting where they feel safe and secure and have privacy. Explain everything that you are doing. Do not touch them without permission. Let them know when a procedure is going to be conducted or if laboratory samples are going to be taken. Patients with psychiatric symptoms may have special needs regarding security and safety.

Competency/insanity

Insanity is a legal term that refers to a person’s ability to know right from wrong at the time of a criminal offense. An experienced forensic clinician conducts insanity determinations.
A nurse in the general clinical setting may not understand the importance of the role he or she may play in determining the competence of a particular patient. However, a nurse’s documentation may have a direct impact on the final determination of competence of that patient. While the advanced practice forensic psychiatric nurse is prepared to serve on the legal team when conducting a competency evaluation, the documentation by the nurse in any setting where the patient presented may be pertinent to that patient’s legal case and can then be used as documentation by the team. For this reason, a nurse should always attend to the importance of documenting in an objective manner. It’s not the responsibility of the nurse to make a judgment as to whether the patient is a victim or a perpetrator.
  The clinician prepared to determine competence relies on the clinical data, along with an in-depth interview and all other relevant information, in order to make a sound decision regarding competence

Expanded Roles of Forensic Nurse
· Three positions approved by Commissioners Court at the end of 2002 
· Expand coverage of nursing services to evening and night shift 
· Assist with review of organ/tissue procurement recovery requests with the pathologist 
· Assist with natural death and infant/child death scene investigation 
· Provide case management for infant/child deaths 
· Respond to scenes and take reports 
· Conduct the forensic gynaecological examination and evidence collection
· Community education
· Forensic psychiatric or mental health nurses deal with mental health issues of victims and offenders. Forensic psychiatric nurse.
· Assesses; Perpetrator’s ability to formulate intent, Risk for violence and for committing additional crimes, Competency to proceed in trial
· Writes and submits formal reports to the court
· Serves as expert and fact witness
· Consult with attorneys and law enforcement personnel
· Provides therapy
· Nurses in non-forensic mental health settings can use knowledge of these roles and functions in providing care to offenders.
· Forensic psychiatric nurses use their training to aid in the rehabilitation of criminal offenders, assess the well-being of crime victims, and serve as expert consultants for criminal proceedings. They most commonly work for law enforcement agencies and at facilities such as prisons, mental hospitals, and juvenile detention centres. Frequently, the healthcare team must deal with the personality disorders common in offenders, concerns regarding violence and safety, and those with factious disorders trying to assume mental illness to avoid jail or legal consequences.
· Nurses participate in the implementation of many medical procedures (pressure measurement, injections, wound healing) and actively participate in providing nursing care in all areas of medicine. The job of a nurse is such that it always has to be extremely careful and every patient needs to be approached with due respect. Patients suffering from a psychiatric disorder or having some mental illness require special treatment because they are people who, because of their psychophysical condition, commit criminal acts.
· The work of nurses includes a wide range of events - from engagement in the overall treatment of the patient to participate in the expert witnessing procedure. Because of the complexity of the job, and under the assumption of good knowledge of medical disciplines related to solving specific cases in courts, the nurse of this profile should know well criminal law disciplines, especially criminal law, criminal procedural law, criminalistics, and forensics.
· Their unique skill set and training enable them to offer comprehensive care, collect forensic evidence, and support both the medical and legal aspects of cases.
· Patient Care and Assessment: Forensic nurses in the emergency wing are responsible for assessing and treating patients who have experienced various forms of trauma, including sexual assault, domestic violence, child abuse, and gunshot wounds. They provide compassionate care while assessing and addressing the physical and psychological needs of the patient. This may include immediate medical interventions, such as wound care, crisis counselling, and emotional support.
· Forensic Evidence Collection: One of the primary roles of forensic nurses is the collection of forensic evidence. They carefully and systematically collect and preserve physical evidence, such as clothing, swabs, and photographs of injuries. This evidence is crucial for potential legal proceedings and can help in identifying perpetrators and corroborating victim statements.
· Documentation: Forensic nurses are meticulous in documenting their findings, observations, and interactions with the patient. Accurate and detailed documentation is essential for maintaining a clear and objective record of the patient's condition, injuries, and any statements made by the patient. This records can be utilised in court of law as data.
· Chain of Custody Management: Maintaining the chain of custody for collected evidence is vital to ensure its admissibility in court. Forensic nurses are responsible for properly labelling, packaging, and securing all evidence to preserve its integrity and credibility throughout the legal process.
· Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Forensic nurses work closely with other healthcare professionals, law enforcement, social workers, and legal professionals. They serve as a bridge between the medical and legal systems, facilitating communication and cooperation among different agencies to ensure a comprehensive response to the patient's needs.
· Support and Advocacy: Beyond their clinical and forensic roles, forensic nurses often serve as advocates for their patients. They help patients navigate the complex healthcare and legal systems, provide information about available resources and support services, and ensure that the patient's rights are respected throughout the process.
· Forensic nurses in the emergency wing of a hospital are vital healthcare professionals who provide specialized care to patients who have experienced trauma or violence. Their multifaceted role encompasses patient care, forensic evidence collection, documentation, chain of custody management, interdisciplinary collaboration, and advocacy. Their dedication to addressing the physical and emotional needs of survivors while ensuring the integrity of evidence is crucial in facilitating both healing and justice for patients affected by violence or abuse.

Role of forensic nurse in various areas

Child sexual abuse is a serious problem with the potential for lifelong psychological and/or physical consequences for victims. Forensic nurses are at the forefront of providing care to victims of sexual abuse. Equipped with a more comprehensive understanding of who is sexually abusing children, Forensic nurses are also leaders in the community regarding child sexual abuse. Sharing knowledge regarding sexual abuse perpetration assists other healthcare professionals, school personnel, and community members in fully understanding the complexity of child sexual abuse. 

Forensic nurses are also uniquely positioned to advocate at the community, state, and national levels for political and legislative changes to better protect children from sexual abuse, including advocacy for sex offender treatment to reduce recidivism. The examination of a child is based on a “do no harm” premise. It’s important that a forensic nurse should consider the developmental stage of the child, not just the age of the child. A child should never be restrained, and conscious sedation is never encouraged. On a few occasions, a child may require evaluation under anaesthesia; for example, vaginal bleeding or a significant anogenital injury.
Approaching the child for an examination requires the healthcare team to work in harmony. Some tips are:

· Inform the child that at any point she/he can stop the examination by raising a hand. This gesture allows the child to feel safe and have control.
· Engage the child in play while you assess the child’s physical condition.
Wounds, bruises, and burns are easily visible, but the mechanism that caused the injury may be difficult to name. Document the injury the best way possible; documentation can take these forms:
· Radiography if broken bones are suspected
· The history as provided by the child and/or caretaker
· Objective data—what you see, palpate, smell/odour, and hear. Obtain consent from a parent/guardian/caretaker before images are taken. In the event, that the child discloses that the caretaker who has accompanied the child is the person who has harmed the child, separate the child and caretaker, hold the child, and contact child services for an emergency response. Once consent is obtained, document the type of camera you’re using, your name, the date of the photographs, and the name of the patient. 
The initial photograph should be an overview or full picture of the child, the second photograph should be midrange or specific area involved, and the third photograph should be a close up. More than three images can be taken; if using a digital camera, check photos for clarity and take more pictures as you need. You should also use a proper tool to measure the injury involved. If the photo scale is not available, you may use a ruler or anything whose size cannot be challenged. Praise the child for coming forward and talking about it and also let the child know that you are available to help him or her. That help should be in the form of trauma informed. It’s important to explain to the non-abusing caretaker that the law requires you to make a report on behalf of the child (note: This report is not against an abuser but is rather filed on behalf of a child). Minimal facts about the incident should be obtained (i.e., who, what, when, where), but you do not want to interview the child. For example, questions such as, “Who did that? What happened? Where did this happen? When did this happen? 

· Is anything hurting you?” Can help you understand what happened to the child, but ask only the questions necessary to guide the medical evaluation of the child. Details of the incident are better left to the authorities or a forensic interviewer who specializes in talking to children who have been abused.
·  Forensic interviewers are trained to help children with their disclosures. If a parent reports to you, be supportive and non-judgmental. This information will be used to notify the child services organization in your area. Does the parent have support? Are mental health services/ crisis intervention needed for the parent at this time? The child should also be referred to a medical provider, preferably one who specializes in the examination of children that have been abused, for an examination.

Care providers
Recognizing the prevalence of child maltreatment and the need for informed evidence-based care, a number of specialists were added to the healthcare team. Some of those experts include:
· Sexual assault nurse examiners (sanes) can be one of the first providers to see a child after the child has disclosed abuse. These nurses provide expert, developmentally appropriate care; and forensic examinations that include photo documentation, the collection of evidence, and emotional support to children. Nurses, nurse practitioners, and midwives work in these roles.
· School nurses have a unique opportunity to provide care to these children. A school nurse is with these children most of the day and may be the first person to whom a child discloses. The National Association of School Nurses (NASN) stands in support of early recognition and treatment for children who are victims of child maltreatment. School nurses have the ability to recognize early signs of abuse and assist these children by assessing, reporting, and referring them to appropriate agencies for intervention and treatment (NASN, 2014).

Roles and Responsibilities of Forensic Nurse in crime scene
·  Assessment of the victim.
·  Support to the victims. 
·  Care of the current problem. 
·  Care of the associated morbidities. 
·  Evidence collection. Evidence preservation and dispatch of evidence. 
·  Documentation. 
·  Care of the survivors. Care of the families and friends. 
·  Prevention of the crime. 
·  Advocacy of the victims and survivors. 
·  Epidemiology and Research. 

Visit the crime scene: It will help forensic nursing in having first-hand information and initial assessment. Forensic nurses will know the history of occurrence of the crime and simultaneously they can observe the crime scene. This will help in the better assessment of the crime scene and victims and thus can provide better comprehensive forensic nursing care to the victims and survivors.

· Assessment of the victims: Forensic nurses can first asses the victims of violence. Medico-legal and medical histories are taken and care can be provided for both components.

· Support to the victims: After the initial assessment, urgent support can be provided at the crime scene in the form of first aid and then can be referred to the appropriate institution saving valuable time for saving the lives of the injured or incapacitated people. Care of the current problem: It involves taking care of the injuries, psychological support, and social support.
· Physical care of the injuries: Physical care of the injuries is possible at the crime scene as well as in the emergency departments of the hospitals. Forensic nurses will take care that while taking care of the injuries evidence is not weakened or destroyed during this process. In one of the studies in the USA in the age group of 1-44 years Injuries including due to violence are one of the major causes of disability and mortality. One-third of the emergency patients were due to injuries and 90% of these 7 were seen by a nurse. This data tells the importance of forensic nursing in emergency departments. Preventing the complications of the crime are also part of comprehensive forensic nursing care e.g., guiding the victims in the prevention of unwanted pregnancies, prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases after sexual assaults, and protecting the victims from further exposure to the assailants.

· Psychological care: Most of the victims and survivors often get psychologically disturbed and forensic nurses can provide them with good psychological support during and after the crisis hours. Usually, forensic nurse’s work in a team evaluating the violent offenders found not guilty because of mental illness and too dangerous patients and with forensic education, nurses feel better about handling such patients and will be able to provide better care to such persons. It should be a routine to screen and assess the survivors for any help needed as anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress disorders are common attire violence and become more pronounced after repeated incidences especially when a sufferer is not in a position to stop such occurrences. It should also be understood that the ten physical symptoms have their psychological origin. Providing attire care kits to the victims goes a long way in the 10 directions of comprehensive care as these kits will be useful to the victims because sometimes even clothing and personal belongings needed to be taken as evidence and the victim requires these things urgently and, in such situations, kits containing clothing and other daily need items will be very useful to the victims.

· Social care: Persons do not have to go through all the processes alone after victimization and forensic nurses can provide support and comfort in these situations and can act as a liaison between different agencies to help the victims and their families to complete all the formalities after the criminal incidences. 

Forensic nurses can also help the victims to communicate with their friends and families in these hours of crisis. Finances are needed for the treatment and to deal with the morbidity due to violence. Survivors need finances to cope with the after effects of violence and often offenders are the providers of the needs till economic aid is available to the victims, they will not be able to survive and fight the cases against the offenders. They can guide the victims to NGOs and other resources in such situations. Some stigmas are associated with certain crimes and there is a need to reaffirm to the victims that it is not their fault and it is entirely the fault of the offenders and they should not be ashamed of the happening.

· Care of the associated morbidities: Victims of violence may have pre-existing diseases. Treatment of these diseases may get interrupted in these situations. Forensic nurses can get the history of these diseases and can help in providing timely treatment for these diseases so that no emergency arises during these situations.

· Evidence collection: 
           Clinical forensic nurse provides care to living persons and can help in the evidence    
           Collection which may be physical or non-physical. Clinical forensic nurses will  
           11augment the level of care in such cases. 

          Evidence preservation & dispatch of evidence: Evidence collected may become weak 
          if it is not properly preserved. Evidence can be preserved depending upon the type of 
          evidence. They can be of vital help in packing, labelling, and dispatching this evidence 
          to the concerned officials. Keeping the chain of evidence intact is an important issue and 
          utmost care should be given to maintain it.

· Documentation: Documentation is a very important step and forensic nurses are taught to document what they observe, collect and intervene in a particular situation. Photo documentation is also an important aspect and forensic nurses may utilize this avenue too. Documenting all the processes will be of intense importance in providing comprehensive forensic nursing care to the victims. This will help the victims in getting justice and this will improve the lives of the people through crime reduction.

· Care of the survivors: Types of care: Comprehensive care can be provided in different settings. Compassionate care is the need of the hours in most of the situations being faced by forensic nurses.

Hospital care: There are specialists in forensic nursing who can provide comprehensive care in hospital settings. These are known as forensic nurse hospitalists. Usually, they work in the emergency unit of the hospital and usually work in collaboration with the medical officers or medical examiners.

Community settings care: When forensic nursing service is provided in community settings special care should be taken of the environment and how the work is going to affect the environment should also be taken care of. In hospitals usually, mechanisms are there to cause the least environmental pollution. Even when the comments are made in public these should be evidence-based and never exaggerated. The sensitivities of the communities should also be kept in mind.

Care of victims and survivors: Victims of violence need a different type of care. Victims and survivors need an evaluation of what needs to be done and then a plan to be prepared for the management of the cases.

Short-term and long-term effects of the violence: When a person is involved in violence it has both acute and chronic effects on the victims. The forensic nurse needs to provide care both in the hospital and attire the patient is discharged till the survivor is in need of help or support. 

· Care of family members and friends: The forensic nurse can be an important team member when liaison work is to be done between law enforcement agencies, non-government organizations, patient, and their relatives. Family members are anxious and afraid and forensic nurses can calm them down and provide the required support due to their good communication skills. They can also provide the family members with psychological counselling if required. Sometimes friends are accompanying the victims and they also feel traumatized when their friends become victims. They also need care at that time and forensic nurses can provide them with the required assistance too. For comprehensive care, forensic nurses should know to reach and work in unison with various government and non-government organizations. 

· Prevention of violence & crimes: Forensic nurses can play a crucial role in the prevention of violence. This is an area that has not been given importance in forensic nursing. Prevention of interpersonal violence will save a lot of money for governments and communities. Prevention can be done at all levels from the primary level to the tertiary level. A beautiful example is given in cases of drowning where rescuers rescue drowning people and upstream there was a bridge with holes in it and no warning in it. Doing some prevention work there could have saved many lives. Similarly in other situations, this can be done and even can be done by forensic nurses as little preventive work is being done in the criminal justice system. 

· Advocacy of the survivors: Forensic nurses in addition to the other 13 roles can also be good advocates of the victims and survivors. Forensic nurses usually are involved in the examination of cases of asylum seekers in the USA who are in fear of being prosecuted in their countries. Forensic nurses can be good advocates for such 17 victims similarly in other situations they can help advocate the cause of the victims of crime. 

· Epidemiology and Research: Research is required to make our approach evidence-based and this evidence needs to be developed for comprehensive forensic nursing care for the victims of crime, survivors of the crime, and their families. We need to also know the epidemiology of various crimes to understand the prevalence of crime in a particular region of our country and the necessary support to be made available and funds to be allocated for this purpose. National Crime Record Bureau is a good source of the epidemiology of the various crimes reported in India. 

· Other issues: Advocacy of the victims and respecting the rights of the victims and offenders are other issues that can be taken care of by forensic nurses

Forensic nurses can play a vital role in humanitarian forensics. They can play a crucial role in documentation and providing psychological support as they are experts in dealing with the victims and their families. They can provide psychological support even to the team members. They can help in preventing the spread of epidemics and take care of forensic aspects when there are several deaths due to epidemics. When there is a shortage of forensic physicians, they can fill the gap in humanitarian forensic work. They can play a perfect role in disasters, whether it is human-made or it is natural. This discipline requires further research and development, and ultimately forensic nurses will be able to contribute significantly to humanitarian forensics. Forensic nurses should be a part of the humanitarian forensic teams. The attitude of the forensic nurses who wish to work in humanitarian forensics should be optimum as suboptimum attitudes will not bring the desired success rates. Forensic nurses need to have effective communication skills to be successful in humanitarian forensic work
Forensic nurses are part of the death investigation in many areas:
· They mix their nursing education with criminology, law, and Forensic Medicine to help the investigation teams by carefully planning, going to the crime scene, and observing and evaluating the crime scene. 
· The trained forensic physician may not always be available, and then a forensic nurse death investigator may be ideal in such situations, and forensic nurses are being utilized in many counties in the USA. 
· They are being posted as coroner, deputy coroner, death investigator, and nurse investigator to perform this role. Forensic nurses are being utilized in mass disasters and situations of community crisis and can be very well utilized in humanitarian forensic work. 
· There are online courses for Professional Certificates in Nurse Death Investigation. The nurses learn to collect the evidence at the crime scene, which is important for the case, and then preserve the evidence. 
· They also are trained to photograph the crime scene and how everything is documented. 
· They are also taught how to do the dissection of the dead body. 
· They also look for the identification of the dead. 
· They are also taught to look for the various signs of death and how they proceed with the time elapsed after death. 
· The forensic nurses' attitude affects the intervention, optimism, and not performing in a stereotype working in substance user services, and this may be equally true for the forensic nurses in humanitarian forensic work. 
· To succeed, forensic nurses also need effective and excellent written and verbal communication to deal with the victims, offenders, police officials, and team members. 
· Violence survivors and victim advocates may have conflicts with the team members because advocates usually use indirect communication language whereas forensic nurses usually use direct communication languages, and good communication skills can effectively tackle these.

· At the scene of crime: Forensic nurses can visit the scene of crime and guide the police officials about handling of the dead body and preserving the trace evidences e.g. Putting of envelopes over hands so that no trace evidence falls during transportation of the dead body, he/she can be representative of the forensic pathologist at the scene of crime. A male nurse will be of more use & help in our circumstances.

· In Trauma Cases: A female nurse can be of particular help if victim is female. They can help in documentation of the injuries and help in collecting trace evidences and can be a witness to the whole procedure.

· In Poisoning Cases: Can keep proper record of signs/symptoms & treatment. Forensic nurses can preserve the gastric lavage, urine and any other specimen like gastric spit up matter, stool and dresses soiled with above mentioned materials

· Sexual assault cases: A female nurse can make a better rapport with patient & can also console & comfort her. She can encourage victim to get herself examined properly & be cooperative so that the culprit can be prosecuted properly. She can help in taking samples & preserving them.

· Social Forensic Nursing: Battered wives and children can be more forthcoming in front of the female forensic nurse as they will be able to elicit better history and may notice even small injuries which a busy doctor may ignore. Early detection of such cases will ultimate’s help in stopping dowry death cases & deaths in battered children.

· Human rights violations: In such cases forensic nurses can be of immense help particularly when the victim is female, to the forensic physician.


· Criminal abortions: Usually the forensic nurses will be the first person to come into contact with such patients and will encourage ladies to report such cases and collect the evidence properly.
· Forensic pathology: Can help the forensic pathologist in doing the dissection, in collecting the trace evidences is preserving the biological & other samples, they can do the record keeping in addition to receiving the dead bodies and relevant documents, dealing with relatives & telling them about the legal requirements & procedures.

This is not an exhaustive list and there are many other occasions & places, where forensic nurses can be a lot of help. But first we have to be prepared to accept their role and responsibilities then get it to introduced at concern areas will realise how immense help we are getting from forensic nurses.
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